igi8]                   HETERODOXY                      157
answer. Lawrence could certainly not have done
what he did without the gold, but no one else could
have done it with ten times the amount. No
amount of pomp and circumstance would have won
him the position he gained among the Arabs if he
had not established himself by sheer force of person-
ality as a born leader and shown himself to be a
greater dare-devil than any of his followers. What
the Arabs admired most in him was his utter dis-
regard of danger and his readiness to endure not
merely discomfort but the worst kinds of hardship.
Not only did he beat them all at their own game,
shoot straighter, ride harder, and eat and drink less,
but he shone out among them in all the qualities
which they would like to have possessed. Nothing
seemed to give him greater pleasure than to squat
down less than two hundred yards from the railway-
line with an electric exploder tucked away under
his aba, and to watch with complete unconcern the
slow approach of a train full of Turkish soldiers,
preceded by a small party of men examining the
line for mines, electric leads, or tell-tale foot-
prints. As soon as the engine was well over the
undiscovered mine, he would jam down the knob
of the exploder, retire to his waiting camel and ride
away, hotly pursued by the fire of any soldiers who
might have escaped from the rear carriages, and
who had their wits about them enough to try to
avenge their comrades. Other British officers did
the same kind of thing, but not in the same grand
manner, and they would be the first to admit it.
A week of camel-riding and beard-growing made
me both sore and stubbly, and I was glad when the
time came for me to disappear into the wilderness.
Towards the end of March, Wade of the armoured